
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the Parish of the Visitation and St. Raymond we have worked for a few years to develop our new 
Youth Ministry.  Most of you know this as Stepping Stones. Through good collaboration between adult 
leaders and young people we have developed our organization. We are up and running and happy with  
our progress. To help you know us better and to share with you how we fit into the daily life of our parish, 
we offer you the following ideas. 
 
Youth ministry, at its best, is characterized by five hallmarks; Discipleship, Connection, Giftedness and growth, 
Comprehensiveness, and Entire church (parish) involvement.  
 
The three goals that are to provide direction for this ministry: 
~ Discipleship:  Proclaiming the Good News of Jesus through witness and word to young people. 

 - Enabling young people to live as disciples through their involvement in service, ministry, and  
         leadership opportunities. 

 - Providing young people the faith skills for discipleship. 
~ Connection:  Being a ‘youth friendly’ community that welcomes young people, values their  

participation, and calls forth their gifts. 
 - Integrating young people into the liturgical, pastoral, and ministerial life of the parish community. 
 - Creating opportunities for young people to enter into healthy relationships of trust and   
    respect with their peers and with adults. 
 - Promoting Catholic identity and religious literacy through programs of adolescent catechesis. 
~ Giftedness and growth: Enabling young people to develop a personal relationship with Jesus. 
 - Actively supporting positive youth development and fostering healthy values and life skills. 
 - Supporting families of young people by providing resources, programs, and services. 
 - Providing opportunities to experience and express caring, service, and compassion for others. 
 
Stepping Stones established a mission statement to align with the diocesan youth ministry goals.   
 Mission: “The goal of diocesan and parish youth ministry is to provide age-appropriate opportunities  
             which will lead our youth to a life-changing encounter with Christ which will nourish a  
             faithful, fruitful and joyful friendship with Him and His Church.  
Officer Structure: 
 • President/Presidential Moderator, VP for Service, VP for Activities, Secretary/Parental Moderator, 
   Treasurer/Parental Moderator, and Administration 
 • Officers terms will be from January to January  
Current Officers: 
 Presidential Moderator: Christina Wagstaff  President: Maryjane Bock 
 VP for Service: Stephen Wagstaff   VP for Activities: Michael LaShomb 
 Secretary: Stephanie Bock    Parental Moderator (secretary): Jackie Bock 
 Treasurer: Lindsey LaDue    Parental Moderator (treasurer): Lisa LaDue 
 Administration: Msgr. John Murphy and Carol Gonthier 
 
Stepping Stones emphasizes involvement in the life of the Church and participation of our youth in all 
phases of what we do.  Regular monthly meetings are held.  Discussion of service opportunities in the 
parish and community takes place and commitments are made.  A budget is carefully maintained.  
Fundraisers are discussed and voted on by our members.  We enjoy together outings to fun places, usually 
including a spiritual location.  We look forward to sharing further information with you and the people of 
our parish in the future. 

“What is needed today is a church which knows how to 
respond to the expectations of young people. Jesus wants 
to enter into dialogue with them and, through his body, 
which is the church, to propose the possibility of a choice, 
which will require a commitment of their lives. As Jesus 
with the disciples of Emmaus, so the church must become 
the traveling companion of young people...”  
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